Evangelical Visitor - January 10, 1970 Vol. LXXXIII. No. 1. by Zercher, John E.
Messiah University 
Mosaic 
Evangelical Visitor (1887-1999) Brethren in Christ Church Archives 
1-10-1970 
Evangelical Visitor - January 10, 1970 Vol. LXXXIII. No. 1. 
John E. Zercher 
www.Messiah.edu One University Ave. | Mechanicsburg PA 17055 
Follow this and additional works at: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor 
 Part of the History of Religion Commons, and the Religion Commons 
Permanent URL: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/2107 
Recommended Citation 
Zercher, John E., "Evangelical Visitor - January 10, 1970 Vol. LXXXIII. No. 1." (1970). Evangelical Visitor 
(1887-1999). 2107. 
https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/2107 
Sharpening Intellect | Deepening Christian Faith | Inspiring Action 
Messiah University is a Christian university of the liberal and applied arts and sciences. Our mission is to educate 
men and women toward maturity of intellect, character and Christian faith in preparation for lives of service, 
leadership and reconciliation in church and society. 
£ VCUiXl eilccu 
V S T O R 
January 10, 1970 
From the Editor 
Change is not new to the Evangelical Visitor. As I look at the file of 
Visitors dating back to 1887—1 see changes in size and layout. And now with 
Volume eighty-three we again change. 
The size will be more convenient to handle. The type is a more modern 
design. The three column layout follows current trends and allows for 
interesting variations. The new method of printing—offset—permits the use of 
shading and art not practicable with letterpress. We have not made the change 
just to change. We believe it will improve the appearance and reader interest 
and make the Visitor of greater value to the church. 
The changes that will take the most "getting used to" I suppose will be the 
new location of departments and special pages. Color, which formerly 
appeared on pages one, eight, and nine, now will appear on pages one, four, 
thirteen and sixteen. The location of the color called for the rearrangement of 
certain departments. 
So, we begin the articles on page four so we can take advantage of color for 
the lead article. This opens up page three and so it was taken for the 
Editorial. 
The Missions section begins with the center spread—pages eight and nine. 
The Youth page follows the color to page thirteen and the Sunday School 
and Home page follows it. We have had the opinion that the Religious News 
page really had more reader interest than eye appeal. And when the Visitor 
was lying on its front cover the back page did not do much for it. So we 
moved the Religious News to page seven and will place two features on the 
back cover alternating between "The Contemporary Scene" and "Between 
Brethren." 
We will continue the table of contents to help you find your way but have 
moved it to page two. It had practical value on the cover but did not 
contribute much to the appearance. So if you feel a bit lost or if perchance 
we should shift some features around occasionally, go to the "Table of 
Contents" for help. 
It is once in ten years that we begin a new decade and it is an event that 
we wish to recognize. We asked Peter Willms to share his concern with the 
Church as we enter the 70's. He writes from a unique vantage point of sixteen 
years of ministry in Japan and now Chaplain at Messiah College. It seems 
appropriate to listen as we enter the 70's to one who has lived and served in a 
society where the Christian faith is a minority faith and now serving on a 
college campus among youth whose orientation is the future rather than the 
past. 
On the part of concerned laymen and clergy there is a desire for revival 
within the church. Revival is a rather elusive term and if it is to have 
significance it will need to be defined more carefully. Dr. Halverson uses the 
term renewal and focuses on a characteristic of the church prominent in the 
New Testament but almost lost in our day. This article has something to say 
to the Christian Church but I believe it has a special meaning to the Brethren 
in Christ. 
There are three articles related to our Missions program and they represent 
the widely varied expressions of mission ministry. The India feature relates 
the training of Nationals to serve the church and to lead it. The article from 
Africa reminds us that the days of "pioneer" mission work are not past. And 
from Japan we learn a couple of things—missionaries must be "given to 
hospitality" and they too are people and have the needs that the rest of us 
have. So whether it is teaching or building or evangelizing, it is all a part of 
the mission effort. 
We conclude in this issue the article by Dr. Peale on "Why Parents Fail." 
The first part of this article appeared in the December 14 issue of the Visitor. 
The lead articles of this issue, coming at this time, may provide basis for 
study and discussion by congregations or groups within the congregation. 
Whether read individually or studied in the group may they contribute to 
renewal within our church. Additional copies are available. 
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Evangelical Visitor 
Editorial 
Resources for a Secular Decade 
The beginning of a decade presents a temptation few can 
resist. T.V. pundits and magazine editors, secular and 
religious, as well as others, play the role of analyst and 
prophet. It is not only an intriguing effort; it is also a 
necessary one. We need to examine the influence and trends 
of a decade past and what these have to say about the 
course of the decade ahead. 
But we will make an effort to resist this temptation, 
leaving it to those better prepared. We do share, however, 
the rather universal conviction that the decade of the 60's 
brought changes in our way of life of major significance and 
that we will reap the consequences of these changes for ill 
or for good in the decade ahead. 
The issue we want to face, however, is: What about the 
church—the Brethren in Christ in particular—and the ten 
years before us. A church which is to have a ministry in the 
days ahead must be for real whether viewed as a congrega-
tion or a denomination. The congregation that has been 
held together by family ties, social status, and tradition is in 
for difficult days. A denomination composed of such 
congregations has an equally bleak future. 
The church of the 70's will need to reflect its New 
Testament character and be obedient to its Head. 
Basic to the church's ministry will be the recovery of 
New Testament experience. One of the characteristics of 
the 60's was a turning away from reason to feeling. Turn to 
your magazine or consider a T.V. commercial and the 
appeal is not to reason but to the emotions. The drug 
phenomenon is a search for experience. Madison Avenue, 
our college campuses, and Woodstock are telling us what 
the church should have known all the time—the uniqueness 
of man is not his reason but his spirit. 
It is. to man's spirit that the church must minister. No 
amount of pageantry, moralism, doctrinal assent, or social 
action can meet the ultimate need of man which is a real 
relationship to God. The New Testament abounds in 
imagery which describes the nature of this experience. 
Forgiveness is provided for man's guilt; reconciliation for 
his alienation; new life for his old; salvation for the lostness. 
Grammatical construction shows the overwhelming nature 
of this experience—he is both "in Christ" and "Christ in 
him." 
When we talk about experience we are in danger on the 
one hand of expecting too much and on the other of being 
satisfied with too little. We expect too much when we 
expect evidences of maturity immediately and refinements 
of character automatically. A new man in Christ is not 
automatically a nice person. But we also expect and are 
satisfied with too little. We assume that assent and 
conformity are evidence of the experience when the truth is 
that no living relationship has been established—his loyalties 
have not been altered. 
A profitable discipline in these opening months of the 
70's would be for the congregation to re-examine the New 
Testament's understanding of Christian experience in all its 
implications of conversion and sanctification and measure 
our own experiences and our own understanding of 
experience by this evidence. 
Such a study of the New Testament will reveal another 
truth we neglect. For the New Testament not only speaks 
of a new man in Christ but of a new people. (And when we 
have gone through the New Testament learning what it says 
about experience we could do well to go through it again to 
learn what it has to say about the community of faith.) 
We have always talked about fellowship in the church but 
it must be for real. What the home and the family is to the 
newly born babe the church is to the new convert. And 
what the family unit is to the members of that family the 
church is to the individual Christian. (See Dr. Halverson's 
article in this issue.) 
Our emphasis upon individual responsibility, personal 
experience, private devotions, personal soul winning, and 
our personal call to obedience, regardless of what others 
may do, has militated against community in an unbiblical 
way. A dean of an evangelical college reports that upon 
inquiry of students as to their faith he often receives the 
reply, "I am a Christian in my own way." This, quite likely, 
is a result of our teaching; but it is not New Testament. No 
one is a "Christian in my own way?' We are the members of 
one body. As members we care for one another and are 
dependent one upon the other and together responsive to 
the Head, Jesus Christ. 
The realization of Christian Community is not easy. 
Individualism is less demanding. But community is essential 
if the New Testament message is valid. Too many memories 
of life in the local congregation do not aid us in our vision 
of the Christian community. It is hard to imagine that 
among Christians such small incidents could become such 
major issues. It is difficult to understand why some take 
such delights in the failure of a brother. And, indeed, it 
seems at times that in that context where the love of God is 
proclaimed there is so little love manifest. I believe that this 
sense of community is so essential to the mission of the 
church that it is the devil's prime target. He will permit 
orthodoxy and program and even evangelism just as long as 
he can prevent the establishing of a community where the 
new convert grows, the mature Christian is strengthened for 
ministry in the world and by which the world is convinced 
because of the love and unity they see. 
The 70's will find further polarization between society 
and the church. Laws, values, customs, and practices 
favorable to the Christian's way of life will become less and 
less. Only that church, which has discovered the meaning of 
Christian experience and the reality of the Christian 
community will make it. 
January 10, 1970 
No Ordinary Revival 
Peter A. Willms 
Our denomination, with considerable 
justification, looks back with satisfac-
tion to the 1950's when we successfully 
instituted a series of rapid changes in 
church life and practice. It is my predic-
tion, however, that those changes will 
pale in comparison to what will be 
demanded of us in the '70's. Demanded, 
that is, if we intend to be "in the world 
but not of the world," with our young 
people by our side, as salt and light. 
We will have to put Christ, and Him 
alone, at the center of our personal and 
corporate lives. Until now we have said, 
in effect, that Jesus and certain other 
things save us. We will have to learn to 
say, and believe, "Jesus only." The '70's 
will have neither patience nor energies 
for adding anything, even good practices 
and doctrines, to Christ as a test of 
fellowship. It will not be easy for us to 
accept the changing of some cherished 
practices and to look beyond them at 
the Christ in a person even though some 
of this person's habits may repel us. It 
will demand all the adjustment ability 
that we can muster. But if we fail we're 
out of it. 
To me this will not be compromising 
or lowering our standards. I see it rather 
as a step into the freedom that Christ 
bought for us. Claiming it we will be 
The writer, with a background of sixteen 
years as a missionary in Japan, is now College 
Chaplain, Messiah College. 
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able to say with Paul, "All things are 
lawful but not all things are expedient." 
On this platform we will all be able to 
listen to the Holy Spirit, as He speaks 
through nature, the written word, and 
fellow believers, and to voluntarily 
order our lives accordingly. Our accept-
ance of all believers and their accept-
ance of us, will generate a courage and 
holiness that most of us have as yet 
barely glimpsed. 
Young people today are open and 
refreshingly honest. They would like to 
believe that life is more than a prestigi-
ous job, a nice home and a good name. 
But they are also cynical. Who can 
blame them? In spite of regenerated 
hearts and centuries of "Christian" edu-
cation, we, their elders, still haven't 
wholeheartedly applied ourselves to the 
momentous problems of race, war, and 
poverty. Instead, we have devoted our 
energies to material concerns and to 
what is basically a legalistic and judg-
mental approach to the religious educa-
tion of our youth. 
These are hard sayings. But I sincerely 
believe that the time has come to face 
them. Tomorrow will be too late. The 
'70's will not permit us the luxury of 
easing into them gradually. If the 
church doesn't make itself the agent of 
immediate change, the '70's are likely to 
bring us a violent revolution. In fact, 
many young people say that they are 
not expecting to see the '80's. This 
should help us to understand why they 
do some of the things they do. What 
would we older ones be doing if we felt 
that we would not live to see the '80's? 
Realizing that it may already be too 
late, we, nevertheless, plead for a reviv-
al. A revival of hope, love, and faith. 
We need a revival of hope that a 
better day can come. Without hope, 
people give up and quit. It is the hope 
that tomorrow will be better that keeps 
people from committing suicide. Hope 
is the fly-wheel that keeps us going. This 
fly-wheel of hope desperately needs a 
new momentum. 
Along with hope we must have a 
revival of love. First of all, for all 
professed Christians as brethren. Jesus 
said, "I give you a new commandment 
that you should love one another as I 
have loved you" (John 13:34). It is 
often said that we are already one in 
Christ in spite of our differences. This is 
a blessed doctrinal fact but we need to 
start acting like it's a fact. We must fully 
accept and rejoice in professed believers 
whose life styles and practices are differ-
ent from ours. We must put our arms 
around each other and make our pil-
grimage together. 
This love must not stop with the 
brethren but must reach out to all 
human beings with a care that gives 
itself. We must deliberately go out and 
make friendships with people in the 
world. Jesus did this and was criticized 
for it by the religious leaders of His day. 
Jesus' love must be incarnated in us— 
take on flesh and blood so people can 
see its presence in their midst. Christ's 
love in us will sooner or later put us on 
a cross just like it did Him. And we 
must embrace it as a privilege not as a 
duty. 
This love must also include our ene-
mies. It must be a love that would 
rather be killed by an enemy than kill 
him who needs Christ. We just might 
win him with our love. But never with 
hate and never if we silence him. 
And finally we must have a revival of 
faith. Faith that God can and will take 
care of us until our work is done. We 
need not defend ourselves with violence 
and military waste. "Some trust in 
chariots, and some in horses: but we 
will remember the name of the Lord our 
God" (Psalms 20:7) must become more 
than just words on our lips. We rely on a 
kingdom that is not of this world which 
trusts in money, power, and military 
might. We must have an immediate 
revival of faith in Jesus' declaration that 
he who will save his life shall lose it and 
he that loses his life for Christ's sake 
shall save it (Matthew 16:25). 
A renewed hope, a truly self-sacrific-
ing love and an unwavering faith in His 
principles offer us the only chance for 
survival and a meaningful existence in 
the '70's. 
Evangelical Visitor 
"So we hide behind masks, remain strangers to one another, 
and disrupt authentic fellowship which Luke indicates was as much 
a part of primitive Christianity as doctrine, sacraments, and prayer.' 
One of the signs carried by those who 
demonstrated when Billy Graham spoke 
at the University of California at Berke-
ley bore the inscription, "Jesus Yes-
Christianity NO!" Those sentiments, ex-
pressed in a multitude of ways, reflect a 
general and alarmingly deep disenchant-
ment with the Christian establishment 
by a large segment of American society 





Richard C. Halverson 
The writer is pastor of the Fourth Presby-
terian Church, Washington, D.C. This is an 
abridgement of the paper presented at the 
U.S. Congress on Evangelism. 
January 10, 1970 
The church of course is under no 
mandate to develop public relations 
techniques which will enhance her im-
age and certainly she is not interested 
in, nor does she expect to win, a 
popularity contest, nor to gain accept-
ance by large majorities. Nevertheless 
one stubbornly persistent view of the 
church today, held by insiders as well as 
outsiders, is not only not supporting her 
outreach, but is actually sabotaging it. 
For it can hardly be said of the Twen-
tieth Century church what Dr. Luke 
reported of the primitive Christians, 
"And day by day, attending the temple 
together and breaking bread in their 
homes, they partook of food with glad 
and generous hearts, praising God and 
having favor with all the people." 
So let us refocus our thinking about 
evangelism and concentrate on a basic 
aspect of the church, that is communi-
ty, which we tend to "assume" at best, 
or to relegate to an inconsequential 
position if considered at all, but which 
is fundamental to renewal and mission. 
Our concern is the potential, now 
largely dormant, of the local congrega-
tion when it is an authentic New Testa-
ment community; when its corporate 
life vitally demonstrates the redemption 
and reconciliation professed and pro-
claimed; when it reveals through the 
quality of its internal relations the 
nature of the Kingdom of God; when its 
members deploy and dissolve into all 
the social structures surrounding them 
with benevolent and contagious love. 
Imagine the potential of the thousands 
of congregations represented in this 
Congress, if each were a warm, loving, 
sacrificial community of faith with 
members concerned for one another, ful-
filling their priestly responsibilities one 
to another, and sensitive to the sick and 
alienated world around them. Suppose 
each were a "company of those who 
believed (and) were of one heart and 
soul, and no one said that any of the 
things which he possessed was his own, 
but they had everything in common." 
Is this an impossible dream? It is 
Biblical! It is realistic! This is renewal! 
From such will flow the broadest pos-
sible outreach to a world conditioned to 
demonstration. The fact is, we have 
been so busy with individualism that we 
have developed a people oblivious to 
community as the essence of New Testa-
ment life. They neither aspire to it, nor 
are they convicted by its absence. We 
simply have not envisioned the potential 
of the local congregation when it con-
forms to the instruction and example of 
the New Testament. The great burden 
of New Testament exhortation is not to 
mission or evangelism as conventionally 
understood, but rather to each believer's 
role in the body-his responsibility to 
his brothers in the Lord, and their 
mutual interdependence. 
Community is the matrix of mission. 
A congregation without community 
cannot fulfill its evangelistic mission, 
whatever is done to exhort or train. 
Conversely, when a congregation is spir-
itually healthy—that is, committed to 
Jesus Christ and to each other and 
constrained by a selfless concern for all 
men—evangelism will occur spontane-
ously, effortlessly, continuously, effec-
tively. Not only will the life of the 
community attract the alienated and 
lonely to its accepting, reconciling 
warmth, but in dispersion its members 
will radiate that redemptive love infec-
tiously to the world. 
In other words, evangelism is happen-
ing all the time in and by a congregation 
rightly related to Jesus Christ, to each 
other and to the world around them. 
Even failure and sin witness to Christ. 
Not the failure and sin themselves, 
obviously, but the way the Christian— 
and the community—handle failure and 
sin. If they are covered and hid, if we 
pretend failure and sin are not, if we 
make excuses rather than acknowledge 
and confess, we not only deprive our-
selves of forgiving, renewing grace ("the 
blood of Christ cannot cleanse excuses, 
only sin"), we suspend fellowship with 
God. And we fail to demonstrate to the 
world the practical remedy for human 
inadequacy available in the Gospel. Ad-
mission of sin, and confession open the 
door to forgiveness, renewal and fellow-
ship with God, and witness to the 
absolutely unique and life-changing 
dynamic of the atonement. 
Confessing to one another in the 
fellowship is dangerous because it makes 
one vulnerable, and we have invented 
very sophisticated rationalizations to 
justify our failure to practice it. So we 
hide behind masks, remain strangers to 
one another, and disrupt authentic fel-
lowship which Dr. Luke indicates was as 
much a part of primitive Christianity as 
doctrine, sacraments and prayer. 
(Continued on next page) 
To be perfectly frank, we ought to 
rethink critically our traditional atti-
tudes toward evangelism. If we should 
lay aside momentarily our conventional 
views for the purpose of rediscovering 
what the New Testament says about 
evangelism, we would probably be sur-
prised at the few references to the 
subject as such. We would find it 
treated, not as a task to be done, a 
department of church life (which we 
have made it)—not even as the primary 
role of the Church. Rather evangelism is 
something that is happening all the time 
when the Church is truly community, 
truly in fellowship, truly renewed and 
renewing. 
And, incidentally, such a reappraisal 
might help to dissolve the destructive 
polarization between evangelism and 
social responsibility which is rending the 
Church. Why, for example, do we iso-
late and emphasize evangelism as being 
more important than the two great 
commandments which comprehend all 
the law and the prophets, to love God 
and neighbor? How do you separate the-
Great Commission with its mandate: 
". . . teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you"— 
from the Beatitudes and the Sermon on 
the Mount with its terrifying con-
clusion—"Not every one who says to 
me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the king-
dom of heaven, but he who does the 
will of my Father who is in heaven." 
At Pentecost, Christ gave to His 
church a three-phased strategy by which 
to continue His work and fulfill its 
mission. 1) Dr. Luke reports that: 
"When the day of Pentecost had come, 
they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit." It was the intention of Christ 
that every disciple be equipped for 
mission, that being filled with the Holy 
Spirit was for every believer, and wit-
ness was the normal effect of such 
infilling. Every believer was to com-
municate the Gospel, each in his own 
way "as the Spirit gave them utter-
ance." 
2) The negative reaction of the multi-
tude who gathered at the "sound from 
heaven like the rush of a mighty wind" 
to the many-language witness of the in-
dividual disciples demanded an explana-
tion. It was given by Peter and the 
second phase of the strategy was indi-
cated—the sermon-proclamation. Procla-
mation has never been abrogated. It re-
mains fundamental to mission and it 
still "pleases God by the foolishness of 
preaching to save them that believe." No 
self-respecting evangelical today would 
deny the imperative of preaching. 
Yet strangely, there remains among us 
a decided indifference, if not outright 
opposition, toward the third phase of 
the strategy given at Pentecost. 
3) The third thing that occurred at 
Pentecost and which clearly was central 
to everything else about primitive faith, 
was community. That day a new, abso-
lutely unique social entity was born. 
Those individual disciples were magnet-
ized into a supernatural unity by the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit. They be-
came one indivisible, inseparable organ-
ism, the body of Christ, the church. 
So delicate, so complete was this 
adjustment that the members "(had) the 
same care for one another. If one 
member suffered, all suffered together; 
if one member were honored, all re-
joiced together" (I Corinthians 12:26, 
RSV). One simply cannot read descrip-
tions of the New Testament Church 
without feelings of nostalgia. And the 
fact is inescapable that this incredible 
community was the strength of the 
Apostolic Church, the matrix of mis-
sion. 
We would not think of abandoning 
the witness of the individual. Indeed, 
this emphasis on individualism is one 
explanation for our neglect of commu-
nity. We hold to proclamation as indis-
pensable to mission. By what rationale 
therefore do we not see absence of 
community as intolerable? The fact is 
that the burden of instruction in the 
New Testament weighs upon this aspect. 
If there is one thing worse than the 
pressure for institutional union without 
regard for doctrinal purity which is be-
ing asserted today, it is the sad indiffer-
ence to unity so characteristic of many 
evangelicals. The plain truth is that es-
pousal of a creed is not necessarily evi-
dence of one's fellowship with Jesus 
Christ ("the devils believe and trem-
ble"). Love is! 
In our Lord's sermon (Matthew 5-7) 
great emphasis is placed upon a recon-
ciled body of believers. "So if you are 
offering your gift at the altar, and there 
remember that your brother has some-
thing against you, leave your gift there 
before the altar and go; first be recon-
ciled to your brother, and then come 
and offer your gift" (Matthew 5:23, 24, 
RSV). "For if you forgive men their 
trespasses, your heavenly Father also 
will forgive you; but if you do not 
forgive men their trespasses, neither will 
your father forgive your trespasses" 
(Matthew 6:14, 15, RSV). 
Who can measure the incalculable, 
invisible fragmentation in the average 
congregation, despite its regular use of 
the Lord's prayer, because of the unfor-
giveness and alienation tolerated be-
tween members. If we do not forgive 
men their trespasses, our Father does 
not forgive us. No gifts to God—no 
service—are a substitute for the constant 
practice of reconciliation among be-
lievers. Not to forgive is to remain 
unforgiven by God—hence fellowship is 
broken between the unforgiving mem-
ber and*his brother, and God. 
The Christians of Uganda, Africa, 
have been enjoying continuous renewal 
for many years. Their formula is simple. 
In the words of Dwight L. Moody, they 
"keep short accounts" with God and 
with one another. It is not difficult to 
imagine the impact of such honesty and 
love upon the unbeliever, and the effec-
tiveness of proclamation and individual 
witness in such an environment. Recon-
ciliation is continual—renewal is sus-
tained! 
When renewal is sustained through 
community, the church disperses in 
strength. She gathers that she may be 
equipped to go into the world with the 
healing love of Christ. Jesus described 
this process in the parable of the sower 
and the seed in Matthew 13:24-30, 
36-43. Every believer is "good seed" 
planted by Christ in the world. "The 
field is the world." The work of the 
Church is in the world and it takes every 
disciple to do it. As they gather in 
community, believers must be made to 
realize their togetherness is in order to 
be scattered between Sundays. Each has 
a role—a mission—a ministry which be-
gins where he is, in what he is doing in 
the normal course of his life. His witness 
involves doing all that he does, wherever 
he is, all the time. He is drawn to 
fellowship whenever possible that he 
may be nurtured and instructed and 
prepared for the ministry beyond the 
community. He must believe he is en-
gaged in full-time service for Jesus 
Christ, doing "everything to the glory of 
God." 
The trouble is we pastors are on the 
backs of the people so much of the 
time, we exhort them to witness and 
scold them for failing instead of feeding 
them so they will be healthy—rightly 
related to Christ and the community. 
Rebuke has its place, but the deepest 
need is for the nourishment which the 
"whole counsel of God" provides in 
authentic fellowship. 
At a time when men are searching for 
meaning in a dehumanizing, depersonal-
izing technological culture; when hu-
manity suffers so destructively from 
alienation, languishes so desperately for 
community, the Church alone, when she 
is the Church, offers hope. 
"One simply cannot read descriptions of the New Testament Church 
without feelings of nostalgia. And the fact is inescapable that this 





The American Jewish Congress has 
registered its protest against a display of 
the Nativity scene on Federal land in 
Washington, D.C. 
"Few governmental acts could more 
effectively propagandize on behalf of a 
particular theology," the Congress 
charged in a suit in the U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals for the District of 
Columbia. 
The suit seeks to bar a lifesize, floodlit 
creche as part of the annual "Christmas 
Pageant for Peace" at the Ellipse, a 
prominent parcel of government park-
land between the White House and the 
Washington Monument. 
C&MA Group Seeks 
Relevant Home Ministry 
Designating Omaha as their mission 
field, the congregation of the Gospel 
Tabernacle (Christian and Missionary 
Alliance) has entered a new phase of 
ministry—providing volunteer probation 
officers to youth. 
With 1,000 young people on proba-
tion in Omaha and only 10 full-time 
workers, the courts realized that some-
thing had to be done. Authorities asked 
for one citizen to meet with one proba-
tioner once each week as a friend, 
counselor and court-authorized worker. 
Some 30 men and women from the 
Gospel Tabernacle responded. "Who is 
to say," asked Pastor Elmer Murdoch, 
"how many lives will be changed by 
Christ, to say nothing of saving a life 
from waste or jail as well as helping to 
cut the sky-rocketing costs of govern-
ment for taxpayers!" 
Sex-Study Emphasizes 
Church, Home Aid 
Primary responsibility for family life 
and sex education "rests upon the home 
and the church," the Washington State 
Board of Education said in the preamble 
to sex-education guidelines which it 
adopted. 
The regulations also provide that "no 
written or oral tests, questionnaire, sur-
vey or examination shall be used to 
elicit the personal beliefs or practices of 
a student or his parents as to sex or 
religion." Added later was the phrase: 
"except with the written consent of the 
parents or guardian." 
New Church Head Urges Fast Changes 
When the National Council of Church-
es' general assembly elected its first 
woman president she immediately called 
for "big changes, and they must be 
made faster than we think possible." 
Mrs. Theodore O. Wedel, 61, declared 
that "our old ways of doing things are 
not adequate." 
The Council currently has 33 member 
denominations. Its general assembly, 
which meets every three years, is its 
highest policymaking body. Some 800 
delegates attended the assembly in De-
troit. 
Report 1,000 Converts In Popfest 
Witnessing teams reported a total of 
more than 1,000 converts to Christian-
ity among the 50,000 hippies, high 
school students, and collegians gathered 
for the drug-oriented festival of rock 
and roll. 
The evangelistic outreach was led by 
the First Baptist Church, West Palm 
Beach, according to Baptist Press. The 
church's "minister to the generation 
gap" said most of the converts resulted 
from a Sunday morning worship service 
on the main stage led by California 
Evangelist Arthur Blessitt. 
The youth minister said the gospel 
tent was filled for three hours after the 
service with young people wanting to 
know more about Jesus Christ. "Our 
counselors never worked so hard in all 
their lives," Moorhead said. 
More than 200 young Christians were 
witnessing for Christ on the 144-acre 
preserve. Evangelist Blessitt was given 
freedom to take the microphone and 
speak to the thousands of youth gath-
ered for the festival whenever rock 
groups were not performing. 
Evangelical Youth Sacrifice 
Instead of the annual roast beef ban-
quet, young people of The Evangelical 
Church of North America in convention 
in Billings, Montana, ate bread sticks 
and thin rice soup. 
The young people contributed the 
$200 that would have been the cost of 
the regular dinner to the World Relief 
Commission asking that it be used to 
feed starving children overseas. 
"I think it shook up some of the 
adults," said Pastor Arvid J. Lindley of 
the Missoula Church, and father of Paul 
Lindley, Montana president of the 
youth organization. "I want to tell you 
that this was most meaningful and a 
blessing to our entire conference." 
Commission Split on Civil Disobedience; 
Majority Fears Anarchy; 
Cardinal Dissents 
The 13-member National Commission 
on the Causes and Prevention of Vio-
lence split on the issue of civil disobedi-
ence, with seven members holding that 
the strategy could possibly lead to 
anarchy. 
Six commissioners, including Terence 
Cardinal Cooke of New York and Dr. 
Milton Eisenhower, chairman of the 
panel, dissented in varying ways from 
the majority opinion. 
But all joined in a statement which 
strongly questioned the establishment 
of civil disobedience as a "pattern of 
conduct which soon replaces normal 
legal processes as the usual way in which 
society functions." 
International Students in Canada 
After sixteen years on the "foreign 
fields at home" in the USA, Internation-
al Students, Inc. has announced the 
formation of a sister organization in 
Canada. With headquarters in Willow-
dale, Ontario, the new work will be 
known as the Overseas Students Mis-
sion. 
Rather than send missionaries abroad 
in the traditional manner, ISI-OSM 
workers seek to reach the six million 
foreign nationals who annually visit 
North America as students, trainees, 
correspondents, diplomats and trades-
men. Those who return as missionaries 
among their own people are assisted by 
ISI-OSM in the establishment of indige-
nous churches and the evangelization of 
their respective nations. 
Missionary Says Some Churchmen Back 
Dictatorship, Fearing Red Regime 
Some church leaders are supporting 
the current Brazilian "dictatorship" be-
cause they feel it is better than an 
"anti-Christian, Communist regime," 
according to a furloughed United Meth-
odist missionary who serves in Brazil. 
The Rev. William O. Bigham, a native 
of Kannapolis, N.C., addressed a confer-
ence of missionaries at Otterbein Col-
lege, Westerville, Ohio. He charged that 
churchmen sometimes are used to chal-
lenge Christians who criticize the gov-
ernment. 
He described the situation as one in 
which the military regime has en-
trenched itself as a "dictatorship . . . 
Censorship is almost total, and repres-
sion of dissent and criticism is symbolic 
in its cruelty by the death penalty for 
subversives." 
1970 Relief Sale 
The annual meeting of those inter-
ested in the Ontario Mennonite Relief 
Sale met at the Mapleview Mennonite 
Church, Wellesley, on November 7. The 
existing executive committee was re-
elected unanimously. 
Plans for the fourth annual relief sale 
were initiated. It is anticipated that the 
1970 sale will continue to attract large 
numbers of interested people. The date 
of the next sale is set as the last 
Saturday in May which falls on the 30th 
day of the month. 
Irvine Cober, a member of the Rose-
bank congregation, is a member of the 
executive committee. 
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The student body and staff. Harvey Sider and Luke Murmu are absent James Cober, teacher of "Nehemiah," with Benjamin. 
We Are Learning Much This Year 
Second Annual Bible Institute at Banmankhi 
Benjamin Mirandi, the veteran evangelist, 
still an eager student of the Word. 
For some of these men, last year's 
initial course was a totally new experi-
ence in a classroom situation. They 
came this year knowing better what to 
expect and so they are absorbing more 
of the instruction. Reaction from the 
students themselves is, "We are learning 
much this year." 
For three weeks, the thirteen men and 
Dina, all leaders in the church, were 
busy taking notes, asking and answering 
questions, doing homework and practi-
cal work. Joe Smith came again this 
year from Delhi to aid in the teaching 
program. Harvey Sider, Jim Cober, and 
John Sider also shared in teaching the 
various subjects and classes. 
This concentrated three weeks of 
training of indigenous leaders is of 
prime importance in the development of 
the indigenous church—a church that 
would continue on, if the missionaries 
had to leave, because its leaders were 
still there and trained to carry on. 
An examination of the pictures sent in 
by John Sider shows that the students 
found much joy in the learning and 
fellowship experience. 
Joe Smith, teacher of "Old Testament Sur-
vey" and of "Isaiah," with second-year 
student, Bimal. 
Bimal, Luke, and Paul-youngest members of the student 
body. 
The students reading and writing as the teacher explains. 
The New 
Mission House 
In their Christmas letter written in 
October, the John Graybills (Japan) 
spoke gratefully of their new house 
(they moved into it August 28). Said 
Lucille, "John and the boys worked 
hard to make this place nice for us. The 
guest room seems to be used almost 
every day and is booked full till the end 
of the year." . . . Henry Hostetter and 
Earl Musser were with them for only 
four days. Tim and Nancy Botts, VSers, 
stayed with them until their baggage 
arrived and then moved into an apart-
ment in the area where the Graybills 
had formerly lived, thus placing them 
close to the church people there and to 
the former English students. 
You may remember that the need for 
the Graybills' moving arose out of the 
music school's expanding and subjecting 
the family to an almost continual ca-
cophony of musical instruments being 
practiced within a few feet of their 
house on several sides. The former 
house was sold at a satisfactory price to 
the head of the music school! And the 
new house was built from the proceeds. 
Then this versatile missionary brother 
put his industrial arts training and ex-
perience into good use to build another 
house. Of course there was a Japanese 
contractor and his helpers, but much 
work was also put into it by the 
energetic missionary and his sons, Mike 
and Eddie. 
Hospitality in a key place like Tokyo 
is an important grace, as missionary and 
Making kitchen cupboards-son is nailing while John keeps it plumb. 
John Graybill laying block for chimney. 
Japanese friends need a temporary place 
to stay, and as the Graybills establish a 
new base for friendship and fellowship 
with neighbors and friends to the end 
that Jesus Christ may be introduced to 
them. 
A New Development— 
since the visit of the Board's representa-
tives Musser and Hostetter—is the deci-
sion by the BFM Executive Committee 
to approve, upon the recommendation 
of the Council in Japan, the purchase of 
twelve more feet on one side of the new 
Tokyo property, so that a garage, 
church, and apartment for the Bottses 
(upstairs) can be built in one move. 
The garage is needed now. Also, the 
Botts' apartment has proved inadequate 
and yet high priced. Reserves in the 
Residence Fund in Japan provided the 
money for the purchase of the 12' lot. 
Then what about the church in the 
former area—hovi shall contacts be 
maintained with it? 
In the sale of the former residence, 
wrote Director of Missions, Earl Musser, 
while on tour overseas, there is an 
arrangement for the use of a room in 
the former residence for instruction in 
English and the use of music classrooms 
for church—at a reasonable rent. 
We thank God for His good and 
guiding Hand in these matters. Now let 
us remember these missionaries and 
Volunteer Service workers that their 
witness in Tokyo may be effective. 
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Four-wheel drive Land Rover moves through Rhodesian veld. 
We Go 
To Ookwe 
Anna J. Gray bill 
order to be assured of food in time of 
famine. 
We unloaded our supplies at Saten-
kwa, a treeless place, and set up a small 
tent to house our food and beds -
Miriam Heise and I with Elitha Ndhlovu, 
a teacher training student, and Baron 
Ncube, a Bible Institute student who 
spent the days with us but slept in a 
nearby village. 
Ellen Hoover, Sharon Weisser, John-
son Siziba and Florence Hadebe—two 
Bible Institute students—went a few 
miles further to hold Bible School at 
Jahana. 
"But there are no villages here!" said 
one member of our party. When evening 
came it was a different story. At least 
sixty people gathered around our camp-
fire for a service. Each evening the 
number grew, reaching about ninety. 
The Gokwe area is so remote from 
towns and all urban attractions that the 
people were grateful indeed for visitors 
and for the study of the Word. Bible 
School was held in the heat of the day, 
from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. There was 
nothing ^o rush us, for the children had 
come for the afternoon. Average attend-
ance was 102, with 138 present on the 
last day for a wonderful time of fellow-
ship in the Lord. The adult class, which 
had fifteen at the most, closed each 
lesson with a warm spirit of prayer. It 
was indeed a joy to study the Word with 
these eager people-cut off from other 
friends by more than 250 miles. 
In advising seekers we found we could 
not tell them to read their Bibles daily, 
because they are not being taught to 
read. There are no schools nearby. It is 
the young children who are suffering; 
for the parents learned to read before 
moving to that area—from two to five 
years ago. 
Miriam and I learned all over again 
what it means to be living on the ground 
in the African sun—cooking, eating, 
sleeping, sitting, teaching Bible School. 
There was no table or chair in sight that 
week, and so our muscles played tricks 
on us for a few days after being over-
exercised. 
The enthusiastic singing-what a thrill! 
To see the African helpers develop in 
leadership was something worth experi-
encing too. The Lord blessed through-
out this week. One grandmother said, 
"Our hearts have been cleansed." They 
seemed not to have enough words with 
which to thank us; and so they did it 
with gifts—sweet potatoes, eggs, mon-
key nuts, dried sugar cane, milk, beans, 
and dishes of mealie meal porridge and 
relish. The week was a great experience. 
Somewhat unsure, we stood in the 
District Commissioner's Office awaiting 
his approval of our entry into this 
restricted territory. Three telephone 
calls by Bishop Book had rather pre-
pared the way, but we did not know 
what to expect. 
"What is the purpose of this trip?" 
asked the Commissioner's assistant. 
"To hold a Bible School," answered 
Ellen. 
Ah! The alert signal went on as he 
responded, "A school?" 
I quickly changed the wording to 
"Bible lessons for a week" — and we 
received his approval. 
We were again on our way to an area 
northeast of Gokwe where many Breth-
ren in Christ families have moved in 
Children of the Gokwe-no school for them. 
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Second Semester Soon to Begin 
The second semester begins next week 
with registration on Tuesday and classes 
on Wednesday. Students will be return-
ing to the college after the longest inter-
semester vacation ever. By starting a 
week earlier in the fall and compacting 
the semester's work into fifteen weeks, 
the college was able to terminate the 
first semester before Christmas. 
Under the new schedule, the second 
semester can begin at least two weeks 
earlier than in previous years. Even with 
a two-week spring vacation, the semes-
ter will end by May 19. This will enable 
students to get an early start on summer 
activities. Baccalaureate and Commence-
ment will conclude the academic year 
on May 22 and 23 respectively. 
Christian Scholar on Campus 
Dr. John H. Gerstner, Professor of 
Church History at Pittsburgh Theologi-
cal Seminary, will be on campus Wed-
nesday and Thursday, January 28 and 
29. Dr. Gerstner will lecture about John 
Calvin to a class on Wednesday. In a 
Thursday class meeting, he will discuss 
reasons for believing the Christian faith. 
Other events on his schedule include a 
meditation in the Wednesday evening 
prayer meeting and a meditation in 
chapel Thursday morning. 
Dr. Gerstner is the author of Reasons 
for Faith (1960) and The Theology of 
the Major Sects (1960) among other 
books. He received his Ph.D. from Har-
vard University in 1945. 
Ministers Conference Next Month 
Pastors are reminded of the Ministers 
Conference at the College on Tuesday 
and Wednesday, February 17 and 18. 
Reservations should be gotten in as soon 
as possible. 
Among the speakers at the conference 
will be Dr. Thomas A. Carruth, formerly 
on the Board of Evangelism of the 
United Methodist Church and now 
Director of the Department of Prayer at 
Asbury Theological Seminary. Dr. 
George Kelsey, a Christian scholar from 
Drew University, will also be speaking 
to the conference. 
Dr. Kelsey, a Negro, will be on cam-
pus for a Music-Lecture address and for 
the Black Arts Festival. The Ministers 
Conference will be coordinated with 
this arts festival in an effort to increase 
pastors' awareness of the problems fac-
ing black people today. 
Recitals Planned for Seniors 
Eleven music education majors will be 
performing their senior recitals during 
the second semester. At least some of 
these students will be recognized by 
readers of the Visitor. 
Beth Kanode will play the piano in 
the first recital, which will be on Janu-
ary 15 at 8:00 p.m. in Hillview Music 
Hall. Beth is the daughter of the Rever-
end Isaac Kanode, pastor of the Man-
heim congregation. Also having a part in 
Beth's program are two vocalists from 
the junior class: Mary Jean Deyhle, 
from Springfield, Ohio, and Jeanne Leh-
man, from Collegeville, Pennsylvania. 
Following are the other seniors who 
will be performing at later dates: 
Richard Crist, bass, Harrisburg, Penn-
sylvania, March 4. 
Dwight Thomas, tenor, Nappanee, 
Indiana, and Jewel Schirmer, soprano, 
Grantham, Pennsylvania, March 8. 
Kathleen Torchia, soprano, Harris-
burg, Pennsylvania, and Marlin Hubler, 
tenor, Pottsville, Penna., March 18. 
Beth Kanode, who 
will present her 
Senior piano recital 
on January 15. 
Marianne Ritchie, soprano, Fred-
ericksburg, Pennsylvania, April 12. 
Linda Babikian, contralto, Drexel Hill, 
Pennsylvania, and Ben Stoner, organ, 
East Berlin, Pennsylvania, April 16. 
Kim Renninger, organ, Lewistown, 
Pennsylvania, April 26. 
Richard Sultner, organ, York, Penn-
sylvania, April 29. 
Information about the time and loca-
tion of these recitals can be obtained 
from the College as the time draws near. 
Two members of the Demitasse Opera Company in a performance of "The Telephone/ 
Music-Lecture Features Opera 
Two short operas will be staged as the 
third event in the Music-Lecture Series 
on Tuesday, January 20. The Demitasse 
Opera Company, a professional group 
from Philadelphia, will perform Gian-
Carlo Menotti's "The Telephone" and 
Wolfgang Mozart's "The Impresario" in 
Alumni Auditorium at 8:00 p.m. 
"The Telephone" is a twentieth-
century American composition. The 
title itself names the predominant factor 
in the lives of the two young people in 
love in the story. 
Mozart's eighteenth-century opera has 
been translated into a modern English 
version. Not only is the language mod-
ern, but also the dress. You will surely 
profit from the entertainment of both 
of these operas. 
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Home 
Why Parents 
Dr. Norman Vincent Peale 
Fail 
Continued from last issue. 
Don't merely demand your child's 
respect; earn it! This is hard for some 
parents to understand. They somehow 
think that because, biologically, they 
have produced a child, the child auto-
matically owes them allegiance, obedi-
ence, admiration. I don't think that this 
is so. The Bible, it's true, tells us to 
honor our father and our mother. But 
the assumption is that they are worthy 
of honor. Only if they are is the 
Commandment binding. 
How does one earn a child's respect? 
By living up to one's own best values. 
It's fashionable, I know, for young 
people today to question traditional 
values and to try to substitute others. 
But in the long run they will find that 
this won't work, because there are no 
substitutes for the great Judeo-Christian 
ideals of honesty, compassion, kindness, 
and personal decency in all human 
relationships. 
Furthermore, I don't believe that par-
ents who try to live up to such stand-
ards (and this includes most parents) 
have to justify them to their children. If 
the child challenges them, as he may in 
stages where he is groping for his own 
values, all the parent need say is: "These 
rules for the game of life have been 
tested by mankind for thousands of 
years. I have tested them, too. I have 
found that they produce happiness, 
peace of mind, maximum efficiency, and 
productivity. They work. I believe in 
them. I live by them, insofar as I am 
able. You don't have to adopt them just 
because I do. But • if you'll give this 
whole subject your best attention and 
your best efforts and your best thought, 
I'm pretty sure you are going to end up 
feeling much the same way. 
Respect is nothing but silent acknowl-
edgement of whatever is worthwhile in a 
person or an institution. When parents 
win this silent acknowledgment from 
their children, one of the most powerful 
forces in the world comes into play-
unconscious emulation. And the parent 
need not be too concerned about bend-
This is the second half of an article by the 
senior minister. Marble Collegiate Church, 
New York City. The first half appeared in the 
December 15 issue. 
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ing the twig, because the twig will bend 
itself—in the direction it ought to grow. 
Beware of using your children as 
ego-props — of trying to stamp them 
into the mold that suits you best; of 
treating them as extensions of yourself 
instead of as individuals in their own 
right. 
This mistake is a very common one, 
and I have seen it result in some 
crashing failures in parent-child relation-
ships. Sometimes it is the father who 
wants his son to go to the same college 
he did, join the same fraternity, enter 
the same profession, regardless of the 
boy's preferences or inclinations. Some-
times it is the mother who is determined 
to achieve vicariously, through her 
daughter, all of her own frustrated 
social ambitions or marital aspirations. 
And it may be the parent of either sex 
who, when the unhappy offspring balks, 
reminds the child of all the alleged 
sacrifices made, all the advantages con-
ferred, all the money spent . . . a kind of 
emotional blackmail that often is as 
effective as it is unfair. 
I remember vividly one formidable 
lady who brought one of her teenage 
sons to see me because, she said, he was 
so "difficult." On this lady's ample 
bosom glittered a Phi Beta Kappa key 
that, it turned out, was the symbolic 
key to the whole problem. The lady had 
won the trophy in college—and had 
never really got over it. She was deter-
mined that each of her sons—she had 
two—would match or exceed her own 
academic record, especially because her 
husband had achieved no such distinc-
tion. One of her boys was meekly 
slaving away at his books. But this one, 
grim and rebellious, was not. In fact, the 
more his mother pressured him, the 
worse his school grades became. 
I'm afraid that my counseling did not 
take the form the lady expected. I told 
the boy that I thought he needed to 
understand his mother and the forces 
dominating her. I also advised him to 
tell her, when necessary—not angrily or 
rudely, but gently and firmly—that he 
was an individual, with aims and aspira-
tions of his own that he intended to 
follow. I predicted, futhermore, that 
once she got over the shock and ac-
cepted this declaration of independence, 
everyone would be a lot happier. And 
that is the way it all turned out. 
Don't fuss over your children too 
much. Let them have some privacy. 
Give them room to grow. Ivy Baker 
Priest, former Treasurer of the United 
States, once quoted her father's favorite 
precept for raising children: "Give 'em a 
good dose of loving neglect." I think the 
gentleman had something there. 
How are children going to learn to 
make decisions if decisions are con-
stantly made for them? How are they 
going to learn self-protection if they are 
overprotected? How are they going to 
start thinking for themselves if all their 
thinking is done for them? The late Dr. 
Smiley Blanton, a colleague of mine and 
a great psychiatrist, used to say, "Never 
give a child an order that isn't neces-
sary." I must admit that he used to add, 
"And then make it stick!" 
In our own family my wife, Ruth, and 
I used to give our children areas of 
responsibility as soon as we thought 
they could manage them. And then 
we'd leave them alone. This is not 
always easy to do; you have to repress 
the impulse to help them with problems 
or bail them out of trouble. I remember, 
for example, the business of money 
management. Each child was given an 
allowance that was supposed to cover 
amusements, clothes, books, hobbies— 
everything. Our two girls, Margaret and 
Elizabeth, were very circumspect—born 
money managers like their mother. But 
my son, John, was just the reverse. He 
loved books and records and spent all of 
his allowance on them. As a result he 
never had enough for clothes. 
I must confess that I was sorely 
tempted to help him out, at least to the 
point where he could buy some decent-
looking shoes. But my wife was firm. 
"Let him wear sneakers to school, if 
necessary," she said. "If it makes him 
self-conscious, so much the better. 
That's the only way he'll ever learn to 
manage his money." Eventually John 
became quite an expert budgeteer. 
Strive for a subtle transmission of 
spiritual values. I say "subtle" because I 
don't believe religion should be 
crammed down a child's throat. And in 
this age of affluence, when material 
things are so easy to come by, it is also 
easy to become obsessed with "things" 







Everyone walked, including the children. 
"They shall run and not be weary, 
they shall walk and not faint" (Isaiah 
40:31)—this was certainly a gem of 
truth on the morning of September 20. 
Some eighty walkers from the Walsing-
ham Brethren in Christ Church and 
surrounding community began their 
24-mile trek at eight o'clock Saturday 
morning. 
Spirits were high throughout the en-
Bob Lacroix walked the entire twenty-four 
miles handicapped by an injury to his legs 
requiring steel pins to be inserted. His deter-
mination was worth nearly $200. 
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Rev. Howard Tyrrell is pastor of the Wals-
ingham Church, located near Lake Erie in 
southern Ontario about one hundred miles 
west of Fort Erie. 
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tire walk as everyone united his effort 
to put a basement and furnace in the 
church. Our ladies brought enough food 
and refreshments to make the miles 
seem like an endless cafeteria on wheels. 
The St. John's ambulance was on hand 
to soothe sore feet with powder. 
The walkers ranged in ages from two 
to fifty-four years. The pastor, Howard 
Tyrrell, had sponsorship of over $12 per 
mile. Bob Lacroix, who several years 
ago had a severe accident, walked with 
his legs held together by steel pins and 
completed the entire stretch with grim 
determination and brought in nearly 
$200. Three quarters of the walkers 
completed the walk with most children 
bringing in from $30 to $50 and some 
even more. It is expected that the 
church will collect approximately 
$3,000. So the work and effort put 
forth were well worth the while. 
Our sincere thanks to everyone who 
helped by sponsoring the walkers, pray-
ing for them, and the walkers them-
selves for their good effort. 
Pastor Howard Tyrrell and wife with Peter Moore (center). 
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Why Parents Fail 
(Continued from page twelve) 
to the exclusion of the great spiritual 
laws and principles on which human 
happiness is based and on which civiliza-
tion itself ultimately rests. 
And who is the traditional custodian 
of such values? The church is. Not 
government, not schools, not the indi-
vidual, but the church. The church 
today, like many institutions, is in a 
period of transition and self-question-
ing. But the Ten Commandments aren't 
going to change. The golden rule isn't 
going to change. If a child is to be ex-
posed to such values — and that is his 
right—the best place to seek such ex-
posure is still the church or the syna-
gogue. 
What's more, the child who is exposed 
to these powerful and beneficent influ-
ences never really rejects them entirely. 
I remember well a businessman who 
came to see me some years ago. He told 
me about certain transactions that were 
making him a lot of money. It seemed 
to me that some of them were well over 
the line that divides corner-cutting from 
outright dishonesty. When he stopped 
talking, I asked him, somewhat dryly, 
what he wanted from me. 
He gave an embarrassed laugh. "Well," 
he replied, "I guess what I want is for 
you to tell me to stop doing these 
things." He went on to say that on his 
desk he kept a photograph of his moth-
er, who had been dead for years. "Every 
time I look at it," he said, "I remember 
her walking to Sunday school with me; 
she was a teacher there. And when I let 
myself wonder what she would think of 
some of the things I'm doing, I want to 
stop, but somehow I can't. I want you 
to give me a push." 
I gave him a push, all right. And he 
stopped doing those things. He couldn't 
quite get away from the standards and 
ideals he had been exposed to so long 
Child raising has never been an easy 
assignment. Today it is harder than ever. 
The world spins at a dizzy pace . . . the 
avalanche of new knowledge comes 
crashing in . . . youngsters are growing 
up to face more competition, more 
emotional stress than those their parents 
knew. But this simply means that good 
parents are needed more than ever. 
It takes work, it takes tolerance, it 
takes patience and faith and self-
sacrifice and understanding. But nothing 
in the world is so rewarding as watching 
a child move into maturity and inde-
pendence, and to be able to say to your 
life partner, "Well, by the grace of God, 
we didn't faHl" 




Bishop E. J. Swalm, Duntroon, Ontario, was 
the guest speaker at the morning service, 
Grantham Congregation, December 21. 
The Allegheny Youth Year-End party was 
held December 30 at the Dillsburg Communi-
ty Hall with the speaker Don Urey and a 
musical group from Lancaster, Pa. participat-
ing. 
The Mowersville Church reports their annual 
Thanksgiving service as being held in their 
church with Rev. Andrew Slagenweit as the 
speaker. The congregation enjoyed the pro-
phetic ministry of Rev. Jacob Bowers, Col-
legeville, Pa. December 5 and 6, concluding 
the services December 7. Rev. W. Dale Alli-
son, pastor of the Refton Church, shared in a 
two night youth meeting, December 12 and 
13. Tuesday evening, January 6, the Mowers-
ville Congregation had an appreciation tea for 
the Clarence Mussers for years of service in 
the office of deacon. Also taken from the 
Mowersville Sunday bulletin: Family Radio 
Network of San Francisco collected more 
than two and a half million letters and 
petitions supporting the 1968 Christmas Eve 
reading of the Bible by Apollo 8 crewmen and 
presented them to officials in Washington. 
CANADIAN CONFERENCE 
Walter and Lynda Kelly gave their farewell 
message, December 14, at their home church, 
Heise Hill. They left December 28 by air to 
take up their work in Nicaragua. 
The Delisle Community Church reports two 
new families worshipping with them. 
CENTRAL CONFERENCE 
A farewell fellowship dinner was held, De-
cember 14, for the Joe McBeth family by 
Phoneton Congregation. The McBeths have 
moved to the Chambersburg, Pa. area. Mr. 
McBeth was the deacon for the Phoneton 
Church. 
The Pleasant Hill Congregation had a fare-
well for Rev. and Mrs. Marshall Poe and son 
who will be leaving the forepart of January 
for the African mission field. This is Mrs. 
Poe's home church. 
The Sippo Church reports revival services, 
December 7-14, with Rev. Wilbur Benner, 
Stevensville, Ontario, as evangelist. 
PACIFIC CONFERENCE 
The Abner Haldemans from the Upland 
Congregation recently returned from a trip to 
the Orient-a celebration of their 40th anni-
versary. They say, "We can understand more 
than ever before the adjustment the mission-
aries must make in going to foreign countries. 
The Orient is different." 
The Joe Smiths-Joe and Marietta, with 
family, very recently arrived home in Upland. 
Marietta and Judy came by way of Ethiopia 
and Switzerland while Joe with Jay and 
Bonnie came across the Pacific. 
The last Men's Fellowship dinner of the year 
was held in the Fellowship Hall of the Upland 
Church, November 24. The ladies served a 
turkey dinner with all the trimmings. There 
were about 150 men present, about 30 
percent from the Ontario and Chino churches. 
Dr. Ralph Byron, chief surgeon of "City of 
Hope," was the guest speaker. Tom Jones, a 
gospel singer, accompanied by his wife, sang 
several selections. The new officers elected 
were Dr. Richard Hutchinson, Pres.; Curtis 
Byer, Vice Pres.; and John Book, Secretary-
treasurer. 
BIRTHS 
Aber: Jerry Chris, Oct. 31, to Mr. and Mrs. 
Gerald Aber, Sippo. 
Empringham: David Ronald, July 6, to Mr. 
and Mrs. Ronald Empringham, Heise Hill. 
Frey: Terry Michael, Dec. 10, to Mr. and 
Mrs. John K. Frey, Maytown. 
Ginder: Brian Wendell, Dec. 16, to Rev. and 
Mrs. Carl Ginder, Phumula Station, Africa. 
Herr: Quentin Paul, July 11, to Mr. and Mrs. 
Paul Herr, Dayton Mission. 
Hollingsworth: Heidi Jeannine, Dec. 6, to 
Rev. and Mrs. Samuel Hollingsworth, Chest-
nut Grove. 
Landis: Nancy Beth, Nov. 13, to Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank Landis, Shenks. 
WEDDINGS 
Biddle-Miller: Margaret A. (Fink) Miller, d. 
of Rev. and Mrs. Harry A. Fink, and Clarence 
E. Biddle, Altoona, Pa., Dec. 13, by the 
bride's father. 
Boyko-Hock: Phyllis, d. of Mr. and Mrs. 
Laban Hock, and William Boyko, Sept. 13, by 
Rev. Walter Winger. 
Crider-Singer: Nancy, d. of Mr. and Mrs. 
Clarence Singer, and Douglas Crider, s. of Mr. 
and Mrs. Orville Heisey, Oct. 11, by Rev. 
Allen Brubaker and Rev. John Rosenberry. 
Gilchrist-Lehman: Shirley Louise, d. of Mr. 
and Mrs. Melvin Lehman and Lamar Gilchrist, 
Nov. 22, by Rev. W. Winger, assisted by Dr. 
Bukowski. 
Smith-Calhoun: Docia May, d. of the late 
Mr. and Mrs. Louis S. Calhoun, Kentucky and 
Clarence Smith, Winona, Ontario, Dec. 13, by 
Rev. Edward Gilmore. 
Swisher-Herr: Vickie, d. of Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Herr and Denis Swisher, s. of Mr. and 
Mrs. Edward Swisher, Aug. 30, by Rev. Jack 
Leimbach. 
Wert-Elwell: Lynn, sister of Mr. and Mrs. 
James Shatto and Gregory Wert, Dec. 6, by 
Rev. W. Winger. 
OBITUARIES 
Brosey: John S. Brosey, Lawn, Pa., born 
May 22, 1920, passed away Nov. 27, 1969. 
He was the son of the late William and Fannie 
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Flory Brosey. He is survived by his wife 
Jannie; two sons: John L., Campbelltown, 
Pa., and Larry D., Elizabethtown; two daugh-
ters: Barbara K. and Deborah J., at home and 
five sisters. 
Funeral services were conducted from 
Shenks Church by Pastor Arthur Brubaker, 
assisted by Rev. John H. Martin. Interment 
was in the West Greentree Cemetery. 
Ditson: John A. Ditson was born in Colling-
wood, Ontario, 64 years ago, son of the late 
Rev. and Mrs. Ernest Ditson. During his life 
he taught school, then took over a baking 
business from his father, from which he re-
tired ten years ago. 
He was a member of the Brethren in Christ 
Church, serving for a few years as a lay minis-
ter. He is survived by his wife, Doris, two 
daughters: Ruth (Mrs. George E. Daniels) of 
Montreal, Quebec, and Ann Louise (Mrs. 
Glenn Raymer) of Stouffville, Ontario; also 
four grandchildren. 
Funeral services were conducted from the 
Stayner Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
C. H. Sider in charge, assisted by Bishop E. J. 
Swalm and Rev. P. W. Downer. Interment in 
the adjoining cemetery. Bishop Roy V. Sider 




Observe 60th Anniversary 
Mr. and Mrs. John Haldeman, Dallas Center, 
Iowa, members of the Dallas Center Congre-
gation, observed their Sixtieth Wedding Anni-
versary at an Open House at their home on 
August 3. The actual anniversary date was 
August 4. 
Seventy relatives and friends shared with the 
Haldemans at this occasion. 
The Haldemans have three children: Millard 
of Dallas Center; Floyd, Cuba, N. M.;and Mrs. 
Lois Lilly also of Dallas Center. 
Kenneth Royer Ordained 
The Camp Lakeview Lodge-Chapel was the 
setting for the ordination of Kenneth Royer, 
Jr., to the gospel ministry, Sunday, Septem-
ber 21. 
The service was in charge of the bishop of 
the Central Conference, J. N. Hostetter with 
Rev. Walter Lehman and Rev. David Wenger 
sharing in the service. 
Mr. Royer was graduated from Messiah Col-
lege in 1968 and served, while in attendance 
at the College, as assistant and then associate 
pastor of the Grantham Church. Prior to at-
tending Messiah College he served as pastor of 
the Merrill, Michigan Church for three years. 
At present he is pastor of the newly organized 
Camp Lakeview congregation. 
He is married to the former Peggy Pittman. 
They have two children: Kendrick Forrest, 
age six, and Sabrina Kelly, age two. 
Sunday afternoon, November 30, was the 
occasion of the ordination of Walter J. Kelly 
to the Christian ministry. The service of ordi-
nation held in the Heise Hill Church was con-
ducted by the bishop of the Canadian Confer-
ence, Rev. Roy V. Sider, who preached the 
ordination sermon and conducted the ordina-
tion ritual. 
The charge to the newly ordained minister 
was given by Rev. H. B. Wideman, President 
of Emmanuel Bible College. Also assisting in 
the service were Rev. Andrew McNiven, pastor 
of the Heise Hill Church; Rev. Ross Nigh, rep-
resenting the Board for Missions; and Rev. 
Bert Sider, pastor of the Puslinch Church. 
Mr. Kelly is a graduate of Emmanuel Bible 
College, Kitchener, Ontario. During his last 
two years at Emmanuel he pastored the Pus-
linch Church. 
He is married to the former Lynda Eby who 
is also a graduate of Emmanuel Bible College. 
Mr. Kelly is a grandson of Bishop Alvin 
Winger. 
The Kellys have gone to Costa Rica for lan-
guage study prior to going to Nicaragua where 
they will serve under Brethren in Christ Mis-
sions. 
Upland Store Holds 
Open House 
A week's Open House was held by the Up-
land Christian Light Bookstore December 1-6 
in honor of their 16th Anniversary and the 
recent remodeling of the store. 
This store, opened in 1954, has had gratify-
ing growth during the years and is at present 
one of the leading Christian bookstores in 
Southern California. Under the leadership of 
Stanley Long, the present manager, the store 
serves a wide area with Sunday school cur-
riculum and supplies. The Upland store was 
awarded first place by the David C. Cook Pub-
lishing Company for sales of "Cook" ma-
terials in 1968. 
The Open House featured recording artists 
Joyce Landorf and Jim Roberts and author 
Helen Kooiman. 
Manager Long and his wife Anna Myrl are 
active members of the Upland Congregation 
where Stan serves as General Superintendent 
of the Sunday school. 
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The Contemporary Scene 
Principle and Practice 
A Christian layman, owner of a supermarket, made a 
di f f icul t decision. He decided to keep his market closed on 
Sunday in spite of the fact that most of his competit ion 
remained open and reaped the business of those for whom 
Sunday shopping seemed suitable and convenient. 
Shortly after this policy went into effect a woman spoke 
to him at church one Sunday morning, congratulating him 
on his stand and urging him to continue his announced 
policy. That afternoon the grocer chanced to be passing the 
establishment of one of his competitors, and whom do you 
suppose he saw emerging wi th a heavily laden cart of 
groceries? You guessed it, that same lady. 
This is not to say that the matter of matching practice 
wi th principle is simple or easy. That is not the case. It's 
tough, and elusive, and perplexing. But the gap between 
professed principles and obvious practices is much too wide 
today. Is it any wonder that we are so often labeled 
"hypocr i tes" and "phonies"? The situation calls to mind a 
sarcastic comment attributed to an anti-Christian 
philosopher of another century. In essence he said bluntly, 
"You Christians don' t look very redeemed to me." 
Once upon a time this did not seem to matter quite so 
much. What a man professed to believe was taken as 
substantially true, and likely what he really believed. 
"Test imony" was treasured and readily accepted. But to 
whatever degree that once was true in bygone days, it is no 
longer acceptable. People today are more inclined to look 
at what a person does than what he says. This is particularly 
true of young people. They are asking us to live in closer 
correspondence to the Christian ideals we profess or quit 
talking and claiming so much. Their honesty is both 
refreshing and shattering. 
Believe it or not, "believing the doctr ine" can become a 
substitute for actually committ ing one's life to God and 
living in obedience to His wi l l . I t happens all the t ime. And 
I'm not sure that any of us are total ly free f rom this 
tendency. It steals up on us almost unnoticed. 
The question of just how and why this happens so 
frequently and easily is worth asking. I suspect that in some 
cases at least, the "conversion" experience has been only 
verbal and tearful and not deeply penetrating. Could this 
happen in a group that scorns the custom of shaking the 
preacher's hand in f ront of the sanctuary and insists upon 
an "a l tar " experience? I'm afraid it not only can but does. 
"Going to the altar" can be a formal i ty too! It can become 
doing the customary and expected thing whether any real 
spiritual transformation takes place or not. 
Words cost less than deeds. That might also be a part of 
the reason for the gap between the two. We may in all 
sincerity believe that we are committed to Christian 
principles, but when a situation arises in which we are 
called upon to implement them in a concrete situation that 
might cost us something in terms of money, friendship, or 
community standing, we tend to f l inch. It's part of being 
human. Words are cheap; deeds cost. 
Much has been said and writ ten about renewal of the 
church in recent years. The aspiration is worthy and the 
need is obvious. Surely God wants this to happen. Why is it 
that He has such a hard time getting through to us? Is it 
because we are blind and can't see the discrepancies 
between what the church commonly professes and what the 
church usually does? Or is it because we see these 
discrepancies all too easily but can't bring ourselves to pay 
the price to remove them? 
—Harold L. Phillips, editor of Vital Christianity 
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